
Greetings Everyone, 

I hope that all of you and your 

family are well. 

Our sincere thoughts and 

prayers are with the people of 

Japan who have suffered 

through the devastating earth-

quake and tsunami. Endless 

conversations of Japan's situa-

tion continue, and our hearts 

go out to those who have lost 

loved ones as well as to those 

who are still searching for fam-

ily and friends. May peace and 

harmony be restored to all of 

Japan. 

First, thank you to everyone 

who donated and helped at our 

February Garage Sale. This 

VERY successful event, chaired 

by Kris Yoakum and Craig 

Nakahara, netted a profit of 

**$3000**. We are very ap-

preciative to Reverend Masa 

Takizawa for allowing us the 

use of the preschool for the 

fundraiser. I hope that all of 

you were able to find bargains 

for yourselves :). 

Our Hanayagi Dancing Acad-

emy Hawaii Foundation's 2011 

Maizome held on Saturday, 

March 12th at the Mission Me-

morial Auditorium was defi-

nitely a special day for our 

natoris and students! Omedetou 

Gozaimasu to ALL of our stu-

dents who performed their 

odori and shamisen so very 

well! 

We also congratulate our stu-

dents who performed in their 

first Maizome - Laurie Shizue 

Sogawa, Kris Keiko Yoakum, 

Yoko Waki, and Kaitlyn Sau 

Yan Toma. (Welcome to little 

Kaitlyn, who began odori in 

January!) Thank you to Kineya 

Sarei-Sensei (from Osaka, Ja-

pan) who assisted with okeiko 

and also performed 

"Kanjincho" at Maizome. 

We are very fortunate that 

Hanayagi Tomo-sensei (from 

Tokyo, Japan) will be able to 

join our school for another 

teaching engagement this year.  

She will be here from July 14 -

19. During her stay, she will 

okeiko for both Akemi Hata 

and Teruo Goda, in prepara-

tion for their natori shiken 

(test) in the near future. We 

have asked that she also okeiko 

for all of our odori students. 

She will be at the Saturday, July 

16th okeiko to give a short 

lecture and instruction in odori 

movements. What a great op-

portunity for everyone to 

okeiko with Tomo-sensei! 

Looking ahead, we (natoris) 

will begin planning a Tsuizen 

Kai (Memorial Recital) in 

honor of the late Hanayagi  

Mitsuaki II. We would like to 

have the Kai sometime in July 

2012, to include odori and 

shamisen performances. The 

venue has not yet been de-

cided upon, but would like to 

have the event at the 

McKinley High School Audito-

rium. Please inform Itsue-

sensei or myself if you would 

like to perform in Nidaime's 

Tsuizen Kai  as soon as possi-

ble. (Even if you didn't know 

Nidaime, it will be a wonderful 

experience to perform for her 

Tsuizen Kai.) 

We are all very happy that 
Hanayagi Mitsuasa (Sharon 
Toma  - Kaitlyn Sau Yan 
Toma's grandmother) has 
"come back"  to odori! Thank 
you, Kaitlyn, for being the 
inspiration for Mitsuasa-san to 
return to okeiko! 
 
May everyone have a safe and 
prosperous rest of 2011!    I 
thank all of you and your fami-
lies for the continuous sup-
port to our Hanayagi Dancing 
Academy - Hawaii Foundation! 

Notes from the principal :  
Hanayagi Mitsutamae-sensei 

HDAHF Maizome 2011 2 

Out and about! 3 

History of Buyo: Kagura 3 

A call for volunteers 4 

Inside this issue: 

花 
柳 
舞 
踊 
専 
門 
学 
校 H

a
n
a
y
a
g
i 
D

a
n
c
in

g
 A

c
a
d
e
m
y
 -

 H
a
w
a
ii
 F

o
u
n
d
a
t
io

n
 

Issue  7 

Spring 2011 



On Saturday, March 12, 2011, the 

Hanayagi Dancing Academy—

Hawaii Foundation put on is annual 

maizome, or recital, continuing a 

tradition that started when the 

school was first establish by Hana-

yagi Mitsuaki in 1947. Dancers and 

shamisen players, students and na-

tori alike put on fabulous perform-

ances of the skills they have learned 

over the past year. The event was 

held at the Mission Memorial Audi-

torium in Honolulu, Hawaii and 

consisted of 20 dances and 4 sha-

misen pieces. This year, Akemi 

Hata and Teruo Goda received 

their Hisamatu natori names: Hi-

samatsu Akemi and Hisamatsu 

Teruo.   Kenji Burke was awarded 

a sophomore certificate for shami-

sen. There were so many wonder-

ful photos that only a random se-

lection could be included here. A 

total of 26 performers took the 

stage and many other parents and 

natori helped out behind the 

scenes to make this year’s maizome 

a resounding success! Otsukare! 

 

 

 

Schwartz, Bethany 

Shirai, Yuki 

Sogawa, Shizue 

Toma, Sau Yan 

Waki, Yoko 

Yoakum, Keiko 

Yoakum, Kiyoko 

Yoakum, Miki Mei 

Burke, Kenji 

Carlyle, Akemi 

Carlyle, Hiromi 

Fujihara, Marika 

Glenn, Sumiko 

Hanayagi Mitsukane 

Harada, Chiemi 

Harada, Mayumi 

Hisamatsu, Fusa 

Holmes, Sumiko 

Kineya Sakio [Goda, Teruo] 

Kineya Samei [Hata, Akemi] 

Kineya Sarei 

Kineya Satsufuji 

Kineya Satsuharu 

Kineya Satsutama 

Kineya Satsuyuki 

Matsumura, Chiemi 
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dancers often carry symbolic offer-
ings like suzu (bells) or evergreen 
boughs and intone sacred chants.  
Dances are typically accompanied 
by  instruments such as drums, 
brass gongs, and flutes, although 
the wagon (zither-like instrument) 
and bells are also sometimes used. 
  
 Dances performed for the imperial 
court are called mikagura, and to-
day they show the influence of im-
ported dances from mainland Asia. 
  
Dances for shrines and village festi-
vals are called satokagura and vary 
radically from region to region. 
Some, especially those performed 
in parts of Chugoku, Aichi, Akita, 
and Iwate, still show evidence of 
the shamanistic origins of kagura.  
Many other satokagura dances have 
been influenced by popular forms 
of entertainments such as kyogen, 
rakugo story telling, and acrobatics. 

  

Satokagura can roughtly be divided 

into four large groups: miko kagura 

(also called mikomai), Izumo-ryū 

kagura, Ise-ryū kagura (also called 

yudate kagura), and Shishi (lion) 

kagura. 

 

Kagura  (神楽 ) is one of the earliest 
Japanese dance forms. Performed 
by Shinto priest and priestesses 
(miko), the dances not only sum-
moned up the gods but also made 
the dancers themselves susceptible 
to divine possession. Originally 

called kamukura or kamikura (神座), 

kagura began as sacred dances per-
formed at the Imperial court by 
miko who were supposedly de-
scendants of Ame-no-Uzume, the 
goddess of dawn and  revelry. 

 
 

Kagura literally means "god-music," 
and includes many extant dances. 
The dances can be masked or un-
masked, actions are simple, and 

Things we’ve been up to:Things we’ve been up to:Things we’ve been up to:Things we’ve been up to:    

HDAHF’s students and natori 

have been out and about in the 

community representing us as 

various events: 

Dec. 12, 2010—HDAHF’s Christmas 

Party 

Jan. 9, 2011—The Japanese Cultural Center’s 

Ohana Festival 

Feb. 13, 2011—HDAHF’s garage sale at Koto-

hira Jinsha 

Mar. 27, 2011—Mokapu Elementary’s Spring 

Carnival 

    

Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:Upcoming Events:    

May 1, 2011 - Japanese Cultural Center’s 

Kodomo no Hi (Children’s Day)- students 

perform 10:30am -11:00am 

May 29, 2011 (tentative) - performance at 

Oahu Care Facility 

July 3, 2011 - Mayor's Office of 

Culture and the Arts is holding a 

4th of July Parade - perform 

6:00pm - 7:00pm - all students 

and families are invited to join! 
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History of Buyo: Kagura 

Out and about! 

The dances not only summoned up the 

gods but also made the dancers 

themselves susceptible to divine 

possession. 



2023 Hanalima Place 

Honolulu, HI 96817 

Hanayagi  Dancing Academy -  Hawai i  

Foundation  

Hawaii Kotohira Jinsha - Hawaii Dazaifu Tenmangu has many ties to HDAHF. They give generously to us of their 
time and space and now they are putting out a call for volunteers to help out with various shrine events. Jobs could 
include selling omamori, setting up or breaking down decorations, or performing blessings.    Upcoming festivals 
are: 
         >    Sunday June 5 - Chinowa/Pet Blessing - 9:00am - 3:00 pm 
         >    Sunday Aug. 7 - Education Blessing - 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 
If you would like to volunteer at a Kotohira Jinsha festival, please contact Mitsutamae-sensei. 

A call for volunteers 

Phone: 808-536-6780 

E-mail: dhnishida@aol.com 

  

We’re on the web! Find us on Facebook and: 

http://hanayagihawaii.blogspot.com/ 

 


