
Greetings Everyone - Our Hanayagi Dancing Academy ohana of natoris and students have 

had a busy eight months of 2010! We have several new adult students this year, and we WEL-

COME Kris Keiko Yoakum, Laurie Shizue Sogawa, Lori Kikue Morimoto, and Yoko Waki to our 

school!     

Hanayagi Tomo-sensei, from Tokyo, Japan, came for a teaching engagement from June 13-18. 

Both Stacie Akemi Hata and Bryson Teruo Goda had odori okeiko with her for three 7-hour 

lessons of two nagauta dances – “Shiokumi” and “Kuruwa Hakkei”. (Both dances are required 

dances for students to obtain natori status, and they are required to take the shiken (test) in 

Japan.) Tomo-sensei’s patient and artistic tutelage helped both Akemi and Teruo to better their 

understanding of the dances and movements.  Along with all of the natoris who observed the 

three days of okeiko, Hisamatsu Fusa, Bethany Schwartz and Sean Burke also attended the les-

sons. Everyone was awed by Tomo-sensei’s beautiful dance style, as she worked with both stu-

dents in perfecting their kata (movement). 

Another June guest to our school from Japan was Kineya Saki-sensei. (Saki-sensei is the younger 

son of Kineya Sakichi VII, who came last summer for “The Shamisen Experience.”) He came to 

attend a friend’s wedding, and invited our students to okeiko shamisen with him. On Saturday, 

June 18, twelve students (natoris and students) experienced individual okeiko time with him!      

Congratulations to Kristi Kimie Hata and husband Lance ~ proud parents of Jaeden Shinichi, 

born on June 13.   We look forward to Kristi’s return to odori soon. (Lots of aunties and uncles 

to care for Jaden at okeikoJ.) 

I am so very proud of everyone, as they issho-kemmei practice their odori and shamisen!!! Al-

though Maizome is six months away, there are several rest days, as well as winter recess. We 

will start the Maizome finale dance, “Oretachi no Hana,” soon. Everyone will participate in this 

dance ~ even if you are a shamisen student onlyJ.     

Thank you to Hanayagi Mitsukyo-san (Irene Takizawa), for preparing our HDAHF newsletters 

for the past 5 years. Bethany Schwartz has “taken over” the position starting with this newslet-

ter. We all appreciate all the work that Mitsukyo-san has done for us, as now say onegai shimasu 

to Bethany. Please e-mail tidbits of news pertaining to our Hanayagi family to Bethany -

schw0515@yahoo.com. 

Reminders – Foodland’s Give Aloha donations to Hanayagi Dancing Academy HI Foundation is 

Sept. 1-30, only. Our HDAHF Garage Sale will be early 2011.  
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May 5 – Some hearty vol-

unteers moved HDAHF 

props from storage in 

Kailua to new digs in Hono-

lulu.  Otsukare! 

May 16 – Our students – 
Akemi Carlyle, Hiromi Car-
lye, Mayumi Harada, Chiemi 
Harada, Miki Mei Yoakum 
and Kiyoko Yoakum – per-
formed for the residents of 
the Oahu Select Care facil-
ity on Beretania Street. 
      
Several of the 40 residents in attendance 
were observed singing the words to “Usagi 
to Kame” –performed by Miki Mei chan. 

 

June 6 – Many dancers, teachers, and par-

ents volunteered at the annual Chinowa 

and Pet Blessing Festival at Kotohira Jinsha.  

Lots of cute pets, many fun families and 

shave ice for both the two- and four-legged 

people afterward (or maybe a plate lunch)! 

June 27 – HDAHF 

students Bryson 

Goda, Stacie Hata, 

and Alyssa Fujihara 

performed at the 

70th Anniversary 

celebration lunch-

eon of the Palolo 

Kwannon Temple 

at the Ala Moana 

Hotel.   

In 1935, Rev. Ko-

kan Matsumoto received his training and 

ordination at Aira Kwannon Temple in 

Kumamoto.   Rev. Myosei Matsumoto re-

ceived her training and ordination the fol-

lowing year at Aira Kwannon Temple. After 

the death of Rev. Kokan Matsumoto in 

1944, Rev. Myosei Matsumoto served the 

temple until the return of her son, Bishop 

Chiko Matsumoto in 1958.  In 1959, Rev. 

Myosei Matsumoto passed away. From 

1958, Bishop Matsumoto ministered until 

his death in August 1986. Rev. Eshin Matsu-

moto, Bishop Chiko Matsumoto’s wife, has 

succeeded as the fourth head priest of 

Palolo Kwannon Temple. 

July 10 – On Friday, Teruo Goda, Erika 
Fujihara, Sumiko Glenn, Miki Mei Yoakum 
and Kiyoko Yoakum performed for the 
Navy SEALs “Multi-Cultrual Day” event at 
their Pearl City headquarters.    
 

Our students performed under the bright 

sun for an audience of about 300 people 

(Navy SEALs and their families).   
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Chinowa and Pet Blessing Festival 

Selling  omamori at Chinowa 

Palolo Kwannon Temple—full isho for Kotobuki Sanbaso 

Navy SEALs 

of study, and so, in August of 2009, 

she enrolled at Kapiolani Commu-

nity College.  Around that time, 

she also started studying shamisen 

with the HDAHF.  Yuki plans to go 

back to Japan after graduation and 

teach English.  She hopes she can 

show kids that studying English can 

Yukiko Shirai was born and grew 

up in Osaka, Japan.  She went to 

schools in Osaka until her second 

year of University.  At that point, 

decided to study abroad in Austra-

lia for half a year.  After returning 

to Japan, Yuki decided she wanted 

to pursue a more academic course 

really be fun 

and a great 

experience.  
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worn under kamishimo, with bold de-
signs in the mid-section of the kimono.   
                                    
Itsutsu-mon or five 
mon kimono in a solid 
color became the 
norm for the samurai 
class in the mid-Edo 
period. The five mon 
were placed in the 
center back, back of 
both sleeves, and two 
on each side of the 
front bodice.   
 
Cotton montsuki was 
worn by most samu-
rai except on formal 
occasions when black 
habutae silk was used 
for the kosode and 
kamishimo or haori. The cost of black 
habutae silk depends on the base 
color. The most expensive dye process 
involved the use of indigo or saffron as 
a base color to give depth to the sec-
ond coating of black dye.  Round areas 

called ishi-mochi were always left und-
yed for the mon to be added later .   
 

There are three methods for dis-

playing your mon on a kimono: 

embroidery, some-mon or dyeing 

the mon onto the fabric, and nui-

mon or sewing a round patch onto 

the kimono.  Women were not 

allowed to wear montsuki kimono 

until after the Meiji Revolution of 

1868.  Today, all crested kimono 

are formal wear, and garments can 

have one, three, or five mon.  The 

more mon it has, the more formal 

the occasion it is deemed suitable 

for. 

Montsuki 紋付紋付紋付紋付（もんつき） 
 

Montsuki, also referred to as mon-
puku, are kimono with kamon or fam-
ily crests on haori, kamishimo and 
men’s kosode kimono.  Placing mon 
crests on kosode was popularized 
among the samurai class during the 
early 1700s. Until that time, samurai 
wore kimono with mon called noshime.  
Noshime were short sleeved kimono 
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Noshime 

Kamishimo 

こどもの日 — Children’s Day 
May 2 – Twelve HDAHF dancers 

performed at the Japanese Cultural 

Center of Hawaii’s annual Kodomo 

no Hi (Children’s Day).  The dressing 

room was a little crowed but every-

thing went off without at hitch!  Stu-

dents performed Kotobuki Sambaso, 

Matsu no Meisho, Hanamusume, Usagi 

to Kame, Amefuri Otsuki-san, Sakura 

Otome, and Shin Fujimusume.   

Afterward, some dancers and family 

members stuck around to enjoy the 

festival booths like calligraphy and 

origami, watch Japanese cultural per-

formances, and drink some tea. 

 
Hiromi Carlyle, Miki Mei Yoakum, 
Sumiko Glenn, Kiyoko Yoakum, Ma-
yumi Harada, Chiemi Harada, Teruo 
Goda, Alyssa Fujihara, Bethany 
Schwartz, Stacie Hata, Sean Burke, 
Akemi Carlyle 

Taking bows 
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her glorious reflection in a mirror 
which Uzume had placed on a tree, 
and slowly emerged 
from her hiding spot. 
  
At that moment, the 
god Ame-no-
Tajikarawo-no-mikoto 
dashed forth and 
closed the cave behind 
her, refusing to budge 
so that she could no 
longer retreat. An-
other god tied a magic 
shirukume rope across 
the entrance. The dei-
ties Ame-no-Koyane-
no-mikoto and Ame-
no-Futodama-no-
mikoto then asked 
Amaterasu to rejoin 
the divine. She agreed, 
and light was restored to the earth. 
  

Amaterasu Omikami is the Shinto sun 
goddess.  Her brother, the storm god 
Susano'o-no-mikoto, had vandalized 
her sacred buildings and brutally killed 
one of her maidens due to a quarrel 
between them. In turn, Amaterasu 
became terrified of his wrath and re-
treated into the Heavenly Rock Cave, 
Amano-Iwato. The world, without the 
illumination of the sun, became dark 
and evil but the gods could not lure 
Amaterasu out of her hiding place. 
  
Then, the clever Ame-no-Uzume-no-
mikoto, the goddess of dawn and rev-
elry, overturned a tub near the cave 
entrance and performed an outra-
geously ribald dance. The other gods 
considered this so comical that they 
roared with laughter at the sight. 
  
Amaterasu heard them, and peered 
out to see what all the fuss was about. 
When she opened the cave, she saw 

The dance of Uzume is the legendary 
origin of kagura, ancient Shinto ritual 

dance.  The spirit symbol-
ized by the inverted tub is 
still a part of modern Japa-
nese dance also.  For in-
stance, it is the source of 
the tradition that a 
dancer's movements must 
be restricted to the space 
of one tatami mat. 
 
About ten kilometers out-
side of Takachiho, in cen-
tral Kyushu, the Amano-
Iwato Shrine was built near 
the cave where Amaterasu 
is said to have hid herself 
away. The shrine's main 
buildings are located on 
the opposite side of the 
Iwato River from the cave.  
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We’re on the web! 

http://hanayagihawaii.blogspot.com/ 
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